
St Joseph’s  
Primary School 

Gayndah 
 

 
Dear families, students and staff, 

 

Welcome to Term 4 and all that it brings!  I hope that you all enjoyed the holiday break to spend time with family and 

friends. 

 

Our community is mourning the loss of one of our own with the passing of Tracey Messer, mother of Rex, Year 3, as 

well as Drew, Penny and Tyrone. Tracey passed away suddenly last Saturday morning. Please keep Rex, his family and 

friends in your prayers as the family prepares for Tracey’s memorial on Sunday.  

 

As a family, you might like to light a candle for Tracey and Rex online at:  

 

http://lightaprayercandle.bne.catholic.edu.au/LightaPrayerCandle/Default.aspx  

 

Eternal rest grant onto her, O Lord, 

and may perpetual light shine upon her.  

May she rest in peace. 

Amen. 

 

October – Month of the Rosary: 

 

October is a special month for the Rosary with last Sunday 7th October being the Feast of the 

Rosary.  The term, Rosary, comes from the association of roses with Mary. 

 

The Rosary has a long tradition in Catholic prayer. Christian legend proposes that St. Dominic 

received the rosary in a vision in 1208 during which Mary appeared to him, gave him the Rosary 

beads and instructions on how to pray. 

 

During the Middle Ages simple, repetitive prayers, such as the Rosary were encouraged as they were easily taught and 

memorised by people with very little literacy.  The mysteries of the Rosary were added when people praying the 

Rosary inserted brief phrases concerning incidents from the life of Jesus and Mary to meditate upon as they prayed.  

 

October is also Catholic Mission Month and we begin this Friday with our Mission Mosh disco to raise money for 

those less fortunate than ourselves. Missionary activity is a response to the love with which God loves us. God's love is 

the spiritual energy that can make harmony; justice and communion grow among persons, races and peoples for which 

everyone is searching.  

 

The God of love is the source of care, tenderness, compassion, hospitality and interest in other people's problems, for 

spreading Christ's charity around the world. When we allow God to act through us in love for others, bringing the 

fruits of the spirit into the world - reconciliation, forgiveness, justice, peace, harmony, joy, and love - we build God's 

family and help everyone experience fullness of life. 
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China Trip: 

In the recent September holidays, Mrs Oppy and Mrs Lazaro were fortunate to participate in a professional learning 

trip to China.  The trip was sponsored by Brisbane Catholic Education and designed to upskill teachers in Chinese 

Language Learning.  They have been excitedly sharing their stories about the trip with staff and students and I know 

are grateful for the opportunity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff News: 

This week we welcome Miss Brooke Geary, who is completing her practicum experience in Year 3.  We also welcome 

Miss Anna Ulcoq on Mondays and Fridays, who will be providing both ESL support and release for collaborative 

planning. 

 

We wish Mrs Bernie all the best as she commences three weeks well deserved Long Service Leave and welcome Mrs 

McGregor full time in Year 4. 

 

Staffing for 2019 is being finalised and l will hopefully be able to be communicate this by the middle of the term. 

 

 

 

Pupil Free Day – Monday 22 October: 

A reminder to have in your calendars about Pupil Free Day on Mon 22 Oct.  Staff will engage in professional 

conversations to develop consistency across schools in assessing student learning against the curriculum.   

 

 

Prep 2019: 

Jody will be contacting families to arrange interviews next week to finalise enrolment numbers for Prep in 2019. 

 

 

School Fees: 

Fees will be sent home soon.  We ask that fees are finalised by Week 7 of this term where possible.  Please see Helen 

Smith, Finance Secretary, as soon as possible if you are experiencing difficulty with payment. 

 

 

 

Terese 



 
 

 

Welcome Back! 
 

A warm welcome back to Term 4. I hope you all had an opportunity to take a break from the normal 

routine and spend some quality time with family and friends. We certainly have a busy term ahead 

with many events along the way. Below, I have attached the term’s masses/liturgies, assemblies and 

visits to Gunther. Families and friends are most welcome to join us for masses and assemblies.  

 
    

Mass/Liturgy 
 

  

Friday Assembly 

(2.30pm) 

 

Gunther Visit 

  

Week 1 

   

Year 6 Ministry  

Handover 

  

  

Week 2 

  
 

  

Year 4 

  

  

  

Week 3 

  

World Teacher’s Day Liturgy 

(Friday 26 Oct, 9am) 

  

  

Yr 5/6 Gunther  

(Thursday 25 October) 

  

Prep visit  

(Friday 26, October) Grandparents 

Day 

  

Week 4 

  

  

  

Year 3 

Grandparent’s Day 

  

  

Week 5 

  

Remembrance Day Mass 

(Friday 9 Nov, 9am) 

  

  

  

  

Year 1/2  

(Friday 9 November) 

  

Week 6 

  

  

  

Year 1/2 

 

Year 4 

(Friday 16 November) 

  

Week 7 

    
 

  

  

  

Week 8 

  

  

  

Prep 

  

  

Year 3 

(Thursday 29 November) 

  

Week 9 

  

Year 6 Graduation  

Tuesday 4 Dec 

 

End of Year Mass 

Friday 7 Dec 

  

  

  

  



Professional Development 

Like any professional body, teachers and school officers continue their professional learning 

throughout their careers in order to stay up to date with current research and effective teaching 

and learning practices. The purpose of any professional learning is to ensure ongoing improvement 

in both individual and whole school effectiveness but ultimately the purpose is for continuous 

improvement in student learning outcomes. 

One of our school strategic goals this year has been to further develop our knowledge and skills in 

best practices in the teaching of literacy. Using our model of professional learning, teachers have 

collaborated with other teachers, BCE Education Officers and the Leadership Team throughout 

the year to devise short cycles of teaching and use student evidence of learning to reflect on the 

impact of their teaching.  

This is just some of the many ways our staff have engaged in formal and informal learning 

together to continue to grow our practice and ultimately improve student learning outcomes at St 

Joseph’s this year.  

Our teachers are extremely professional, enthusiastic and collaborative and I am always proud to 

learn alongside them. In Week 3, (Monday 22 October) all our teaching staff will attend a 

moderation day with staff from Good Shephard Catholic Primary School. Teachers will examine 

student work samples from across both schools to develop consistency of teacher judgement when 

analysing student learning. I know our teachers will learn much but they will also contribute to the 

learning of their colleagues from our partner school. CTJ is a pupil-free day across all schools. 

 

October – Mission Month 

 

This week, we kick off the term with our Mission Mosh Disco on Friday night, beginning at 

5:30pm and concluding at 7:00pm. The cost is $2 per child, to be donated to the Catholic 

Missions. Students are also welcome to purchase glow sticks at the door for a small fee, and all 

money raised will be donated to the Catholic Missions. We look forward to seeing the children 

there, with their dancing shoes on! 

Socktober is another Catholic Mission initiative which St Joseph’s can fundraise and engage in 

advocacy and formation activities for Catholic Mission during World Mission Month in October. 

The ‘Sock it to Something’ concept is an Australian expression that means to fight, punch or 

strike out at. For example, each year Socktober will sock it to social issues such as poverty, child 

labour, child trafficking and homelessness. We want you to help us fight, punch or strike out at 

social issues, but we also need your practical support. This year we will be holding a Crazy Sock 

Day on Friday 19 October and encourage all students to wear crazy socks. Students are asked to 

donate a gold coin to participate. 

 

Keep smiling 

 

Bec  
 



What ’s happening….. 
 

Yr 6 Leadership Ministry Assembly 

Friday 12 October, 2.30pm 

 

Mission Mosh Disco  

Friday 12 October, 5:30-7pm 

 

Crazy Sock Day/Yr 4 Assembly 

Friday 19 October 

 

Pupil Free Day  

Monday 22 October 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Lazaro’s Great Cycle 
Challenge! 

Cheer on Marti as she cycles 
150km in October to  
fundraise and support  
children with cancer.  
Go Mrs Lazaro! 

https://greatcyclechallenge.com.au/Riders/MartiLazaro?

utm_source=share&utm_medium=facebook&utm_campaign=gcc_a

pp_dashboard  

https://greatcyclechallenge.com.au/Riders/MartiLazaro?utm_source=share&utm_medium=facebook&utm_campaign=gcc_app_dashboard
https://greatcyclechallenge.com.au/Riders/MartiLazaro?utm_source=share&utm_medium=facebook&utm_campaign=gcc_app_dashboard
https://greatcyclechallenge.com.au/Riders/MartiLazaro?utm_source=share&utm_medium=facebook&utm_campaign=gcc_app_dashboard


 

2019 ENROLMENTS 
Enrolments for 2019 are open!  

Please return enrolment information  

as soon as possible.  

If you have a sibling or a friend or family member 

interested in joining the St Joey’s family,  please drop 

into the office for an enrolment pack!  

 

 

LOST PROPERTY 

There are currently a number of items in the lost property box, currently located outside the office 

also. Please check to see if any of these belong to your student 

 

SCHOOL APP AND PARENT PORTAL 

Don’t’ forget to download the free BCE CONNECT app onto your smart phone  

or device! Using the app makes it easy to access the Parent Portal, advise of absences, newsletters and 

more! Information regarding accessing the Parent Portal and BCE CONNECT app has been sent home 

but please feel free to contact the school office for more information ! 

 

BOOKCLUB 

Issue 7 has gone home with students today. Please return any orders together with payment by Friday 

19th October. 

 
ST JOSEPH’S FETE 2018 

 
30TH NOVEMBER 

 
Please contact the school office if you are able to help. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5/6  
    Gardening  

Project 
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St Joseph’s Primary 
School 

38 Meson Street 
PO Box 119 

Gayndah 
Queensland  4625 

 

 
Phone: 07 4161 1889 

Fax: 07 4161 2655 
Email:  

pgayndah@bne.catholic.edu.au 

Website: 
www.stjosephsgayndah.qld.e

du.au 
St Joseph’s Primary 

Gayndah P & F 

“In All Things 

Glorify God” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

 

 
 

TENNIS HOT SHOTS:  

Vacancies exist each Friday afternoon for Term 4, 2018 commencing 12th October 2018 

for (6) weeks only, at the Gayndah Tennis complex, Barrow Street, for players to come 

and join Tennis Australia's National program, conducted by Bundaberg Tennis Academy 

Tennis Professional, Kevin Banner, with lots of fun & games to suit all levels.  Also, 

Cardio Tennis from 6.30pm to 7.30pm.  Registration is Essential for "Learn n Play" for 

students.  Cardio for Adults Registration please.  

Please phone Kevin: 4152 0753 / 0409 520753 

 

GAYNDAH  ART GALLERY 
Currently Isabella Hafner is having in her Debut Exhibition here at the Gayndah Gallery.  Don't miss 

your chance to see it before it comes down on 27th October '18.  

 Our next showing is going to be Ross Driver with his exhibition incorporating Armistice 

Day Artwork. Mr. Driver will also be the Judge for The Armistice Centenary Art Competition 

"WHEN THE GUNS FELL SILENT"  to be held at the Town Hall on 11th November, '18.  

 The closing date for entries is 26th October '18 at 2pm.  

 Sue Capewell art classes are held on Tuesdays and Saturdays between 10am and 2pm.  

 

SWIMMING CLUB SIGN ON 

Club sign on and trial swims this Thursday 11th October.  

 $2 fee per family per club night 

 Register membership online through your MyLane account or ask us on the night! 

(New members only come and try  

 for 2 week)  

 Dinner available $2 sausage on bread. 

Follow our facebook page for more updates Gayndah Swimming Club Inc.  

 

CANVAS & LIME 

Summer pre-launch at Canvas and Lime. Why not drop the kids at the disco and pop 

down to the studio and check out our new bag styles and new colour inspirations. Get 

some Christmas pressie ideas or even place your orders. A small selection of bags will be 

available on the night. Join us for a fun night. 6-9 Fri 12th Oct. 10 Meson St.   

 

GAYNDAH JOCKEY CLUB 150TH ANNIVERSARY RACES 

Gates Open 11am. Fashions of the field, Marquee, 6 race meet, Bar & BBQ 
 

 

 

ST JOSEPH’S 

SCHOOL TERM  

DATES 2018 

Term 1: Tuesday 23 Jan-

uary to Thursday 29 

March (10 weeks) 

Term 2: Tuesday 17 April 

to Friday 29 June (11 

weeks) 

Term 3:  Tuesday 17 July 

to Friday 21 September 

(10 weeks) 

Term 4: Tuesday 9 Octo-

ber to Friday 7 December 

(9 weeks) 
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